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Appendix 

Supports and Scaffolding Recommendations by Level 

The following table provides examples of supports and scaffolding by NRS levels in 
three categories: 1) Teacher Language and Teacher-Student Exchanges, 2) Materials 
and Activities, and 3) Student Groupings. These are meant only as examples. Based on 
classroom composition, specific supports and scaffolding may look different. 

 NRS Levels 1-3 NRS Levels 4-5 NRS Level 6 
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 • Give wait time 

• Use contextualized language about 
concrete topics 

• Repeat, paraphrase, model, and gesture 

• Use think alouds to model processes and 
language 

• Give one-step directions 

• Use native language as appropriate 

• Have students demonstrate understanding 
by pointing or gesturing 

• Concentrate on meaning rather than 
correctness 

• Give wait time 

• Use contextualized language 
about concrete and abstract 
topics 

• Repeat, paraphrase, and 
model 

• Use think alouds to model 
process and language 

• Concentrate on meaning 
rather than correctness 

• Model complex 
grammatical 
language about 
both concrete 
and abstract 
topics 
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• Build background  

• Use visuals 

• Use total physical response (TPR) 

• Use graphic organizers 

• Use illustrations and photos to show 
student understanding 

• Use native language texts or ELP level-
appropriate texts as a supplement to 
complex texts 

• Purposefully teach vocabulary 

• Provide bilingual glossaries 

• Provide word/phrase cards with photo or 
illustration for definition 

• Provide audio books (in English and native 
language) to support content learning 

• Provide sentence starters and frames 

• Draw and label or write words/short 
sentences 

• Complete vocabulary log with images 

• Build background 

• Use visuals 

• Use TPR 

• Use graphic organizers 

• Use acting or role play to 
demonstrate student 
understanding 

• Use native language texts or 
ELP level-appropriate texts as 
a supplement to complex 
texts 

• Purposefully teach vocabulary 

• Provide bilingual glossaries 

• Provide word/phrase cards 
with photo or illustration for 
definition 

• Provide audio books (in 
English and native language) 
to support content learning 

• Provide word/phrase banks 

• Provide sentence starters and 
frames 

• Build 
background 

• Use visuals 

• Use graphic 
organizers 

• Purposefully 
teach 
vocabulary 

• Provide 
bilingual 
glossaries 

• Provide audio 
books (in 
English) to 
support content 
learning 

• Analyze 
complex 
grammatical 
language about 
both concrete 
and abstract 
topics 
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• Partner work (with additional scaffolds) 

• Small groups (with teacher support and 
additional scaffolds) 

• Partner work (with additional 
scaffolds) 

• Small groups (with additional 
scaffolds) 

• Partner work 

• Small groups 

Adapted from WIDA Consortium. (n.d.). WIDA support examples across levels. Retrieved from 
https://lincwellell.wikispaces.com/file/view/WiDA+Support++Examples+Across+Levels.pdf 
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